[A case of congenital hepatic fibrosis presented with recurrent acute cholangitis].
Acute cholangitis usually develops in congenital hepatic fibrosis (CHF), accompanied by cystic dilated bile ducts. However, it can also develop in simple CHF and may lead to critical course. A 30-year old man presented with recurrent acute cholangitis without bile duct dilatation. He visited the hospital for febrile sense and abdominal pain in the right upper quadrant. He had been admitted several times for hepatosplenomegaly and cholangitis since childhood and received a liver biopsy 15 years ago. Abdominal computed tomography (CT) and endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) revealed hepatosplenomegaly and a mildly dilated bile duct without stones or biliary cysts. His condition improved after conservative treatment. However, during a two-month follow up period, the patient experienced three episodes of acute cholangitis. A liver biopsy was performed and showed periportal fibrosis and intrahepatic ductular dysplasia, characteristics of congenital hepatic fibrosis. The periportal fibrosis and the infiltration of inflammatory cells were aggravated compared to 15 years ago. There was no evidence of hepatic cirrhosis. He was diagnosed with congenital hepatic fibrosis with recurrent acute cholangitis without intrahepatic duct dilatation, and conservatively treated with antibiotics.